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14       PARSON AND PARISHIONER
From MS. Lambeth 51, fol. 5 b. The present compiler owes the
communication of this passage, and the description of the MS,, to the
courtesy of the Provost of King's College, Cambridge. It is "an im-
mense compilation, apparently only extant in this copy, of revelations of
the other world, extracted from the lives of saints and the Vitae Patrum,
by Peter, Prior of Holy Trinity, Aldgate, London (1197-1221). His
other principal works were the Pantheologus and De Adwentu Messiae^
the latter a series of dialogues with a Jew." Cf. Wharton, Anglia Sacra,
I. 113.
Like St Gregory the Great and other similar compilers of medieval
visions, Peter explains in his Prologue that such collections are necessary
to counteract the faithlessness of his contemporaries (f. 2). Although
(he says) nearly all nations of mankind have now cast away their idols
and believe in One God, yet there are still some who believe that there
is no God ; and that the world is ruled by chance, and there are many
who " consider only what they see, believing neither in good nor in evil
angels, nor in life after death, nor in any other spiritual and invisible
things. Therefore, I, Peter, minister of the Church of the Holy Trinity
in London, have collected, out of the lives and acts of the saints, the
revelations and visions vouchsafed to them into this book, which I call
Liber Rev&lationum*...I have confined myself to those which have oc-
curred since Christ's passion, excluding from my view the Old and New
Testaments, which are accessible to all who care to look at them."
Some of the anecdotes are taken from Peter's own experience; and
the following passage has been selected because it would be difficult
to find any in medieval literature which casts a more quiet and natural
light upon everyday relations between a parish priest and his well-to-do
parishioners (f. 5 $).
Moreover, not only that man's soul exists, but also that it
has in it by nature something of the divine and a knowledge
of future things, may be proved not only by those things
which prophets and other saints are wont to foretell, but also
by those things which men often see in sleep, and which
afterwards come to pass even as they saw them.
There was a certain faithful man of good deed and good
repute named John, in that village of England which is called
Orpington, who was wont to tell the following tale to me,
Peter, who write these things. "One night" (he said) "as
I slept in my own bed at home, it seemed that I rose from
'my couch early one Saturday and ordered my horse to be
saddled Then (as it seemed) I mounted him and rode to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